Sending out ripples of peace
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RACINE - Sue Hollow and a group of children from Red Apple School
handed out peace pebbles to shoppers at Jewel Food Store, 5740
Washington Ave., on Saturday. Donations were accepted, and the funds will
be used for local and global peace projects.

The peace pebbles are stones that are used as a symbol to remind people to
pass on a kind word or gesture to others. When stones are tossed into
water, it creates a ripple. Ideally, peace pebbles will create a ripple effect of
compassionate, generous actions.

Shoppers were invited to make links for a peace chain. The saying, "May
peace pass from my hand to yours," was written in many different
languages on each link. When the peace chain is long enough, it will be
wrapped around Red Apple School, 914 St. Patrick St.

"Everybody needs something at different times," said Mia Bates, 10, a
volunteer. "I want to help people at a school in Africa by giving money so
they won't be poor anymore."

"She was so persistent in telling me the story of the peace pebbles. I
wouldn't have stopped to listen otherwise," said Mary Coleman of Racine. "I
will keep the peace pebble in my pocket. These children are our future."”

Hollow's international peace program, Pass It On, encourages respect and
understanding for all people around the world. It is the foundation of an
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options class she facilitates at Red Apple. She and the students meet two
times each month to make art and work on peaceful projects.

Under Hollow's leadership, the students plan to paint a mural of the world,
incorporating each student's handprints. Group art murals are a common
project of the international schools connected to Pass It On.

"Pass In On has been evolving since Sept. 11. I've depleted my savings
account to fund this. It is a path not guided by me," said Hollow.

"This has nothing to do with war. Rather, it is children reaching out to
children. And the kids are so excited to be doing it," she said.

If Hollow has her way, May 1 will be designated as Inside Out Day across
the world. She stated that the day's goal is to remind people that everyone is
different on the outside, but we are all the same on the inside. She has
contacted newspapers and dignitaries across the country to generate
enthusiasm and support for Inside Out Day.

"I could stand around and do nothing, or I could start somewhere. So I'm
starting somewhere," said Hollow.



