Making a difference — Peace Pebbles are
among the day's projects
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RACINE - Sue Hollow is trying to make a better world, one person and one pebble
at a time.

Saturday's Make a Difference Day, sponsored by Sustainable Racine and the
Volunteer Center of Racine, brought hundreds of people out to help others. The
volunteers had 42 events to choose from.

Hollow was chipping away at her own lofty goals with her Peace Pebbles project.
At Elmwood Plaza, inside Sew 'N Save of Racine, she and a small crew sewed
together small cloth bags and filled them with "peace

pebbles."

"Peace pebbles are symbols of the ripple effect we have on the people we meet,"
Hollow explained. She wants people to keep one of the polished stones in their
pocket as a reminder to pass on a kind word or gesture to someone else.

"And if someone we know or meet does something kind for us, give them two
peace pebbles ... one to put in their pocket and one to pass on."

The 50-year-old Caledonia resident said the Sept. 11, 2001, tragedies sent her on
this mission to improve human relationships. She started by doing a painting of
several children of different races. She later did a similar painting, in color, with
more children in it.

Hollow made prints of both paintings and has been giving them away.

"T have sent out about 2,000 around the world," she said.
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She also came up with the peace pebbles idea.

"My kids have always collected stones," Hollow said, so it seemed a natural item
to use for what she intended. She introduced the program to Red Apple Elementary
School but also wants keep spreading it elsewhere.

To achieve peace, Hollow said, "we have to start somewhere, and I think we
should start with our children."

Barb Hantschel of Racine came out to join Hollow, sewing bags for the small
stones. Her daughter, Kristin, had to do community service for a college course,
and Barb decided to lend her sewing skills to the peace pebbles effort.

"It combines my love of sewing with a good cause," said Hantschel, 50, of Racine.
"And if it can, in even one small way, prevent some of the violence that's been
going on in the city of Racine, I think it's a wonderful, worthwhile cause."

Hantschel noted that peace pebbles employ the same idea expressed in one of her
favorite movies, "Pay It Forward," that one good deed can spread from person to
person, and in that way have a great impact.

Hollow hopes other groups, including PTAs, will adopt the idea.

She has also started an essay /art contest for children of any age. Hollow invites
them to write a story or draw a picture that portrays a kind act they have performed
- or had someone do for them - and how it made a difference.

Hollow even wants to give a double prize to the contest winner or winners - one to
keep and one to give away.

The contest deadline is Nov. 12. Entries can be delivered to Sew 'N Save or mailed
to Hollow at 430 West Point Lane, Racine, WI 53402.

With all the pebbles and paintings Hollow has handed out, she never asks what, if
anything, resulted. She just believes something good will come of her efforts.

"I'm doing this forever and ever," she said.



